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Old business: Old business: Old business: Old business:     

New business:New business:New business:New business: : : : : 1) 

Xmas Party 

12/14/24 at noon- 

Benny’s chicken, 

fries, and onion 

rights can bring side 

salad, prizes and 

games, $2 /person; 

2) Next cruise starts 

04/09/25 at Sydney, 

then New Zealand 

and Hawaii; 3) Board 

meeting Wednesday 

at Angelo’s – Sterling 

at 5:00 PM; 4} Club 

officer election after 

first of year; 5) Need 

suggestions on new 

programs for next 

year; 6} Friday night 

SCUG Zoom meet-

ings will continue.    

Adjournment:Adjournment:Adjournment:Adjournment: Motion 

made and 2nd.    

ProgramProgramProgramProgram: Back To 

Basics by Neal- 1) QR 

code- put camera fo-

cus on QR code 

which brings up  link 

for QR subject; 2} Us-

ing webcam to take 

picture and save, put 

cursor over shutter 

button, click open fold-

er, go to pictures, cam-

era roll; 3) To bring up 

picture and crop- open 

picture, click edit, crop 

picture {also so can 

use snipping tool}; 4} 

Accessing Task Man-

ager-ctrl/shift/esc, 

ctrl/alt/del, or right 

click on task bar; 5) 

Naming file folders, 

use 1-20 or 0120 for-

mat, using Jan-20 

doesn’t keep in proper 

sequence for organiz-

ing files, also make 

separate folders for 

different years; 6} 

Changing from word 

file to pdf for printing- 

use Windows system; 

7) Rename file- click 

on file and then click 

again or right click on 

the file name and then 

change name; 8) Sort 

files by clicking at top 

of date or type column. 

 

Respectfully submitted 

by Tom Rich 

 

November Minutes 

11/9/2024 

Open Meeting:Open Meeting:Open Meeting:Open Meeting: Neal 

Question and answers:Question and answers:Question and answers:Question and answers: 

1} Windows Mail and 

Calendar are ending 

Dec. 31, 2024; 2} Un-

necessary background 

apps on calendar are 

not an issue; 3)Action 

recommended on secu-

rity- core isolation,  re-

boot computer; 4} If 

you need info, you can 

sometimes find solu-

tion on YouTube; 5) 

Chosen language on 

audio may be due to 

SAP setting; 6} Can 

desktop configuration 

from previous Windows 

operating system be 

used on Windows 11 

desktop (see YouTube}; 

7} Open shell (name of 

software)- use dos 

commands.    

Treasurer’s reportTreasurer’s reportTreasurer’s reportTreasurer’s report: By 

Joe1 and approved by 

Nancy/Cindy. 
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Jokes 

Meeting was called to order Meeting was called to order Meeting was called to order Meeting was called to order 

by: by: by: by: Neal 

Attending the meeting were: Attending the meeting were: Attending the meeting were: Attending the meeting were: 

Neal. Joe1. Glenda, Cheryl, 

Lorraine, Tom, and Nancy 

Treasurer’s report was pre-Treasurer’s report was pre-Treasurer’s report was pre-Treasurer’s report was pre-

sented by: sented by: sented by: sented by: Joe1 and ap-

proved. 

Discussion Highlights: Discussion Highlights: Discussion Highlights: Discussion Highlights: 1) Re-

viewed pies for Xmas Party; 2) 

Each $2 reservation ticket is 

good for a chance to win a lap 

top computer; 3) Party    

meeting starts at noon- bring 

a dish to pass if you would 

like; 4} Club dues are due at 

January, 2025 meeting- Sin-

gle: $20, Family: $26; 5) 

Board officer election during 

January, 2025 meeting.    

Future ProgramsFuture ProgramsFuture ProgramsFuture Programs:  January- 

TBD, accepting suggestions 

please. 

Adjournment: Adjournment: Adjournment: Adjournment: Lorraine/ Cher-

yl. 

 

Respectfully submitted by 

Nancy Rich 

potent mixes////    Job is 
assisted by an  
industry’s producing 
newer, faster       
machines. 
 Do your job well 
and get to sleep 
with sexy movie 
stars that depend 
on you//// Damn! 
Damn!! Damn!!! 
 Often seen in the 
company hustlers 
and pimps//// Often 
seen in venture  
capitalists and   
marketing people. 

The product causes 

unhealthy addic-

tions//// Quake. 

DOOM. Duke. 

Nukem 3D. ‘Nuff 

said. 

What is the          What is the          What is the          What is the          
Difference Between Difference Between Difference Between Difference Between 
Drug Dealers and        Drug Dealers and        Drug Dealers and        Drug Dealers and        
Programmers?Programmers?Programmers?Programmers?    

We can tell the     
difference between 
these two fields of 
action through the 
choice of words and 
phrases they use. 
Let’s check out 
some of the 
phrases they use. 
Drug Dealers/ Pro-Drug Dealers/ Pro-Drug Dealers/ Pro-Drug Dealers/ Pro-
grammersgrammersgrammersgrammers    
 Refer to clients as 
‘users’////    Refer to cli-
ents as ‘users’. 
 “The first one is 
free”//// “Download a 
free trial version.” 
 Strange jargon: 
‘stick’, ‘dime bag’, 
‘rock’, ‘E’//// Strange 
jargon: ‘Java’, 
‘SCSI’, ISDN’, 
‘RTFM’. 
 Job is assisted by 
an industry’s pro-
ducing newer, more 

B O A R D  M E E T I N G  
M I N U T E S  F O R   

N O V EM B E R  1 3 ,  2 0 2 4  
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All editions of Windows have a 
Windows icon in the lower-left 
corner of your desktop screen, 
some- 
times known as the Start but-
ton. The “start” button on Win-
dows is a very useful way to ac-
cess any app 
or controls on your computer! 
(This article is for Windows 10, 
but the information is relevant 
to all Win- 
dows versions.) Left-clicking 
your mouse on the Start button 
brings up, among other things, 
a list of all 
your apps in the left column 
that are installed on your com-
puter. 
 
Windows has many free apps, 
and you may have installed oth-
ers. They ALL will be on this list. 
One difficulty with scrolling 
down this list is that the scroll-
bar is almost invisible on the 
right side of this 
column. Gently move your 
mouse icon to the right side or 
edge of the column, and at just 
the right place, the vertical 
scrollbar will appear in normal 
size so you can use it. Note 
that many apps are stored in 
“folders” containing several 
apps since there are so many 
apps. All folders will have a yel-
low icon and a small arrow “>” 
on the right. Clicking your 
mouse on this arrow will open 
the folder and display the 

H E L P I N G  O T H E R S  I N T E R G R A T E  T E C H N O L O G Y  I N  T H E I R  D A I L Y  L I V E S  

apps contained in it. 
 
Practice scrolling down this 
list and finding the apps you 
have been using. You will al-
so see many apps 
you have no idea were on 
your computer! There are 
lots to explore here when 
you have time, or “Ask 
Google” about any of them. 
 
You can also find any app by 
typing the app name into the 
search bar just to the right of 
the Windows 
icon. When you use this 
search bar, it will search not 
only your computer but also 
the internet and your 
files and folders, so you will 
see many things related to 
whatever you searched for. 
Back to the app list; what 
can you do after you find an 
app on the list? Well, you 
can right-click your 
mouse on the app to get a 
short list of what you can do. 
You can UN-install it -- that 
is, remove the app 
from your computer. You can 
also “pin” the app to the 
Taskbar at the bottom of 
your screen or the start 
menu. When you “pin” some-
thing like this, it will remain 
in that location until you de-
lete or move it 
somewhere else. You can 

choose “pin to taskbar,” 
then move or “drag” the 
app icon from the Taskbar 
to 
your desktop. 
 
You can also “drag” any 
app directly from this list 
to your desktop. To do 
this, place your mouse ar-
row 
on the app, HOLD down 
the left mouse button, and 
move your mouse to any 
blank area on your desk-
top. 
 
Let up the mouse button, 
and the app is on your 
desktop! An app icon on 
your desktop is a “link” 
that 
lets you open and use the 
app just by double-clicking 
your left mouse button. If 
the app icon is on your 
Taskbar, you only left-click 
it once.  
 
In addition to displaying a 
list of all your apps when 
you click on the start but-
ton, you also get a short 
list 
of icons on the very left of 
this window. One is 
“settings” (which looks 
like a gear wheel), which 
gives 
you all the set-up options 

Using the Windows Start Button 

By Jim Cerny 
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Using the Windows Start Button (cont.) 

H E L P I N G  O T H E R S  I N T E R G R A T E  T E C H N O L O G Y  I N  T H E I R  D A I L Y  L I V E S  

and controls for your comput-
er. Another option you always 
use is the “power” option to 
turn off your computer or put 
it into “sleep” mode. You can 
look up or “Ask Google” what 
each menu item can do for 
you or information about any 
app. The Start button and the 
Search bar are al- 
ways handy and helpful in 
finding apps and files on your 
computer, so don’t be shy 
about using them. 

 
By Jim Cerny, 1st Vice Presi-

dent 
Sarasota Technology Users 

Group 
https://thestug.org/ 

JimCerny (at) gmail.com 
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To Charge or Not to Charge? (That's Only One of Many Questions) 

by Greg Skalka 

H E L P I N G  O T H E R S  I N T E R G R A T E  T E C H N O L O G Y  I N  T H E I R  D A I L Y  L I V E S  

We have many batteries in 

our lives because we use a lot 

of battery-powered technolo-

gy. Of all those devices, big 

and small, the one battery-

powered device that almost 

every person has at this point 

in human civilization is the 

smartphone. Even in develop-

ing countries where water dis-

tribution and sanitation sys-

tems are woefully lacking, cell 

phone infrastructure is often 

very robust and advanced. 

Over 8 billion people live on 

the planet today. Around 7 

billion smartphones and ap-

proximately 16 billion mobile 

devices make these devices a 

shared human experience. 

From the migrant or homeless 

person to the CEO, from what-

ever ideology, religion, politi-

cal tribe, gender, or gender 

identity we may be part of, we 

are all the same in one way: 

we are all out there looking 

for a place to charge our 

phones. 

 

I've written a few columns re-

cently about the wide range of 

battery-powered devices we 

use and how to care for them: 

small battery devices (like 

electric toothbrushes and ear-

buds) and medium-sized battery 

devices (like laptops, hand tools, 

and smartphones). Being a near-

universal device, the 

smartphone needs a bit more 

elaboration on its charging. It is 

unique in that it is almost always 

on; I doubt anyone turns their 

phone off (entirely powered 

down) at night. Nothing else we 

use is depended on for so much. 

 

I used to think that charging bat-

tery-powered devices was fairly 

straightforward. All you had to do 

was 

pick an inactive time, plug the 

device into a wall-powered 

charger until it was fully 

charged, and you were ready to 

go again. Most devices weren't 

run so much that you regularly 

ran out of power when using 

them. 

 

A spare battery could keep you 

going for those devices where 

that could be an issue. I bought 

two extra batteries for my Pana-

sonic Lumix digital camera to 

make sure photo-taking could 

last all day on my vacation trips. 

I have two battery packs for my 

DeWALT cordless drill, so I don't 

run out of power in the mid- 

dle of a day of home improve-

ment. 

 

Some devices are designed 

to be on continuous charge 

when not being used. Our 

Roomba floor vacuum 

stays parked on its charging 

base when not cleaning. My 

Braun electric toothbrush and 

hair trimmer are stored in 

their charging cradles. It may 

not be the best for its battery, 

but I always keep my HP lap-

top plugged in (I use it like a 

desktop computer and only 

occasionally run it on the bat-

tery). 

 

Our phones are not like these 

devices; we need them to be 

on all the time. We use them 

a lot, and we take them eve-

rywhere. Tethered operation 

won't work; we generally can't 

swap batteries, and though 

we can power and charge 

from a USB battery pack if 

needed, this typically limits 

our mobility. 

 

When my wife and I had ordi-

nary cell phones, we usually 
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To Charge or Not to Charge? (That's Only One of Many Questions) 

(cont.) 

charged them overnight 

every night. After I got 

my first smartphone, a 

Samsung Galaxy J3, in 

2017, I did the same. I be-

lieve I always used the AC 

charger (with USB output) 

and cable that came with 

the phone. I used this 

phone for five years (and 

still have it); the battery 

seemed to work pretty well 

during that time. Ultimately, 

it may have been down 

about 20% in usable capac-

ity, but that was not the pri-

mary reason I looked for a 

replacement. My old phone 

could no longer run all the 

apps I needed, so in mid-

2022, I got a Samsung Gal-

axy S22. Its battery seemed 

to last longer, but it was 

probably larger and more 

advanced. I initially charged 

it overnight with the charger 

and cable that came with it. 

 

The battery management 

system (BMS) of the S22 is 

undoubtedly more sophisti-

cated than the one in the 

J3. The S22 displays time 

and battery capacity re-

maining (as a percentage of 

full charge) with a single screen 

tap (though it is dimmed in inten-

sity, making it harder for old eyes 

to read). It can also operate in 

fast charge mode. When charged 

from a typical USB source 

(charger or battery pack), it dis-

plays "Charging," along with the 

charge level and an estimated 

time remaining to full charge. At 

64% full, it might indicate it 

would take 1 hour and 15 

minutes to full level. When 

charged from a charger or battery 

pack capable of fast charging, 

the phone displays "Fast charg-

ing," the equivalent fill time esti-

mate might be shown as 37 

minutes. 

 

My ideas about charging over-

night changed after reading the 

article "Recharging your Battery" 

by Kurt Jefferson, editor of the 

newsletter for the Central Ken-

tucky Computer Society (https://

ckcs.org), which was republished 

in our group's November 2022 

newsletter. The thrust of this 

APCUG PUSH article is that 

the batteries in smarter products 

should only be charged to be-

tween 40% and 80% of capacity, 

not left to be charged to 100% 

overnight, as many folks do. The 

main reason stated was the 

problem of additional heat from 

being on the charger all night. I 

have read other articles and 

heard from others who are ada-

mant about the need to charge 

40-80% to prolong battery life. 

One problem with the 40-80% 

method is that it is much less 

convenient. It is easy to plug 

your phone in at bedtime and 

unplug it in the morning, know-

ing you now have a full charge 

for the day. Charging to a 

specified charge level means 

watching the phone while charg-

ing; I'm unaware of how to set 

the phone to shut off charging at 

80% full. 

 

Charging to 80% also means giv-

ing up 20% of the phone's oper-

ating time compared to a full 

charge. I  typically use only 30-

40% of my phone's battery ca-

pacity daily, which varies with 

usage. A day of driving 

with Google Maps and handling 

my navigation can drain my bat-

tery by late afternoon. 

 

The most challenging part for me 

in switching to the 40-80% plan 

was finding a consistent charge 

time. I settled on early in the 
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To Charge or Not to Charge? (That's Only One of Many Questions) 

(cont.) 

morning as, at that time, I 

would spend around an hour 

at my desk at work, allowing 

the charging to be (sort of) 

monitored. This worked for a 

while, as the fast charging 

mode meant I only had to be 

around the phone for about 

30 minutes. Unfortunately, 

the only power outlet in my 

cubicle was under the work 

surface, so I had to crawl un-

der it to plug in and unplug it. 

Last holiday, I learned about 

USB battery packs that can 

charge phones using fast 

charging modes. In the 

2022 Black Friday sales, I 

bought myself a Baseus 

65W, 20,000 mAh power 

bank. It can fast charge a 

Samsung S22, so I can take 

it to work and charge my 

phone there each morning 

without crawling under 

my desk. Its capacity allows 

me to charge my phone daily 

for about a week under nor-

mal usage. It is supposed to 

be the largest-capacity lithi-

um-type battery that can be 

taken on a plane. It has a dig-

ital display that can show its 

capacity, charging voltage, 

and current when providing 

power to another device. I 

liked it so much that I got a 

second one and bought a 

third in this year's Black Fri-

day sales. 

 

Now, I charge my phone al-

most exclusively from these 

battery packs. I've partially 

bought into the 40-80% 

charging philosophy; I seldom 

let my phone go below 40%, 

but I'll usually charge to 

around 90%  rather than 

80%. To me, to have that   

extra 10% capacity is worth a 

little lower battery lifespan.  

 

Of course, I'll occasionally not 

pay attention to it as much as 

I should, and I find it has 

charged 100%. To me, it is 

kind of like being on a diet; 

you can follow it most of the 

time, but cheating on occa-

sion is not fatal. I've read 

many articles on battery 

charging, but the most useful 

source of information is Bat-

tery   University, a free educa-

tional website (https://

batteryuniversity.com) spon-

sored by Cadex Electronics, a 

battery-oriented company in 

Canada. This site has a lot of 

information on all types of 

batteries. It has many articles 

about how Li-ion batteries 

work, how they should be 

charged, and how to get the 

most life out of them. 

 

There are several rules to 

maximize battery life, some 

easier to follow than others. 

I follow many Battery Univer-

sity recommendations in   

taking care of my phone    

battery, but I sometimes feel 

it is impractical to follow 

them all fervently. The battery 

that lives the longest is the 

one that is seldom used, but 

where is the fun and useful-

ness in that? 

 
President's Corner 

by Greg Skalka, President, Under the 

Computer Hood User Group 

www.uchug.org 

president (at) uchug.org 



 

The next meeting of  the  Sauk                                     

Computer  User Group will be          

December  14, 2024 

Our Party will start at noon            

with our meal. 

Place: Whiteside Senior Center                                Whiteside Senior Center                                Whiteside Senior Center                                Whiteside Senior Center                                

    1207 West 9th Street                               1207 West 9th Street                               1207 West 9th Street                               1207 West 9th Street                               

    Sterling, Illinois 61081Sterling, Illinois 61081Sterling, Illinois 61081Sterling, Illinois 61081    

. 

 

O U R  A N N U A L  C H R I S T M A S  P A R T Y   

W I T H  S A N T A  J O E  S T A R T I N G  A T  N O O N  

Zoom Sessions 

    Neal is hosting a weekly evening Zoom;  (Each Friday)  @ Neal is hosting a weekly evening Zoom;  (Each Friday)  @ Neal is hosting a weekly evening Zoom;  (Each Friday)  @ Neal is hosting a weekly evening Zoom;  (Each Friday)  @ 7:30 PM Central Time 7:30 PM Central Time 7:30 PM Central Time 7:30 PM Central Time  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3975898877?pwd=RjF5ZTM3R25qNXhHRjdWRVAzQ1M2Zz09 

Meeting ID: 397 589 8877     Passcode: 4ukxAh 

Phone users: 

Dial by your location    +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)       

Meeting ID: 397 589 8877     Passcode: 936460 

You’re welcome to check in and visit, or ask a question, maybe even get an answer. 

 

There will be a no Question & 

Answer just lots of food and fun. 

     

Scanning this QR code  should take you to Scanning this QR code  should take you to Scanning this QR code  should take you to Scanning this QR code  should take you to 

our web page.our web page.our web page.our web page.    


