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Windows 11 Will Soon Be Encrypted by Default

By Arol Wright

.There are some (tricky)
workarounds. Over the
past few years, device
encryption has transi-
tioned from being some-
thing optional in most
cases to being mandato-
ry. With hardware ad-
vances, encryption no
longer has the same
performance penalty it
once had. It has also
become required in de-
vices such as
smartphones—Android
phones made encryption
a must years ago. Now,
Microsoft will be man-
dating encryption in Win-
dows 11, although you
do have workarounds if
your device is too old for
this.

Microsoft is making sig-
nificant changes to its
device encryption poli-
cies in Windows 11. The
upcoming 24H2 update
will enable device en-
cryption by default on
both Pro and Home edi-
tions for new installa-
tions and system resets.
This change has already
been observed in pre-
view builds. Microsoft
also confirmed the poli-

cy shift, stating it aims
to increase the adop-
tion of device encryp-
tion. The feature utiliz-
es BitLocker technolo-
gy to encrypt system
drives, safeguarding
data. One thing you
must take into ac-
count if you're going to
accept this change is
that you must back up
your BitLocker recov-
ery key—losing access
to this key could mean
losing access to your
entire PC.

The good part is that
you shouldn't sudden-
ly have your PC en-
crypted with a future
update as a result of
this change. From
what we understand,
this is a change that
applies only to new
installs, not existing
ones. Even then, there
are concerns about
how users might han-
dle the recovery key or
lose access to their
Microsoft account, as
both things could
prove fatal if you hap-
pen to have an en-
crypted PC.

While Windows 11's
hardware requirements
generally ensure com-
patibility with BitLocker,
users who wish to disa-
ble automatic device
encryption have a few
options. For one, a reg-
istry modification during
installation can prevent
device encryption. Tools
like Rufus can also cre-
ate Windows 11 instal-
lation media that by-
passes system require-
ments and disables Bit-
Locker. However, we
don't really recommend
doing this unless your
PC is really too old to
handle encryption with-
out a significant perfor-
mance penalty. Keep-
ing your PC encrypted
can be vital to keep
your PC and the con-
tents of your hard drive
safe from prying, unau-
thorized eyes. Make
sure to keep that key
safe, though.

Reprinted from https://
www.howtogeek.com/
microsoft-encrypti

By Arol Wright, May 9,
2024
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BOARD MEETING
MINUTES FOR . .
DECEMBER 18, 2024 . Jokes .

Meeting was called to order by:
Neal

Attending the meeting were:
Neal, Joel, Glenda, Cheryl,
Lorraine, Tom, and Nancy

Treasurer’s report was present-
ed by: Joel

Discussion Highlights:
1) 37 attended Christmas party-
a good time was had by all.

2) One of the computers at the
WCSC is set up for Spanish
language.

3) Memberships: $20 for
singles, $26 for families due in
January.

4) Club officer election at
January meeting.

5) Making lump sum gift to Neal
for all of the hard work he does
for SCUG during the year.

Future Programs: Basics 2.0 by
Neal. Need recommendations
for future programs.

Adjournment: Motion by Loraine,
2nd by Neal.

Respectfully submitted by
Nancy Rich

Parent’s Occupation

A grade school
teacher decided to
ask his pupils what
their parents did for
a living. “Tim, let’s
start with you. What
does your mother
do for a living?” she
asked. Tim stood up
and proudly an-
swered, “My mom is

a doctor.”

“That’s wonderful.
How about you,
Amy?” She asked
another pupil. Amy
stood up shyly and
scuffed her feet,
saying, “My dad is a
mailman.”

“Thank you, Amy,”
the teacher said.
“What does your
parent do, Billy?”
Billy stood up proud-
ly and announced
loudly, “My dad

plays pianoin a
whorehouse.” The
teacher was
astounded at Billy’s
reply and decided to

visit his parent.

At Billy’s house, she
rang the bell while
awaiting a response.
Billy’s father
answered the door,
and she stated the
reason for her visit
while demanding an
explanation to Billy’s
answer in school
earlier that day. “I'm
actually a program-
mer,” said Billy’s
dad. “l specialize in
TCP/IP communica-
tion protocol on the
UNIX systems. How
can | explain some-
thing like this to a
seven-year-old?”
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Thunderbird: a Free, Open Source, and Powerful Email Client

by Leo Notenboom,
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My desktop email program
of choice.

Thunderbird is a robust and
powerful email program that
can meet the needs of both
light and power users. | use
it all day every day, and |
can heartily recommend it
as an often more powerful
and capable replacement
for many email programs,
including those that come
with Windows.

Before | sing Thunderbird’s
praises, | want to be clear
about what it is and is not.
Desktop email program?

A desktop email program is
something you install on
your PC. It’s like Windows
Mail, which comes with Win-
dows, or Microsoft Office’s
Outlook program. These
programs download your
email to your PC for you to
read and otherwise interact
with. This is  different from
web-based email interfaces,
which are email services
you visit in your web browser
(like Edge, Chrome, or Fire-
fox).

They’'re webpages — like
gmail.com, outlook.com, or
others — that allow you to

read and interact with
your email online. There’s
nothing

installed on or download-
ed to your PC other than
the web browser you’re
already using every day.
Even if you do most of
your email online, as | do
at gmail.com, having

a desktop email program
installed and running is a
great way to keep back-
ups of your email locally. |
do that, too.

| recommend Thunderbird
as a powerful, free desk-
top

email client with a com-
fortable user interface,
Cross-

platform support, and
easy data transfer due to
its

standard file format. It’s
also extensible with add-
ons,

features robust mail filter-
ing, and is ideal for back-
ing

up your email.

Thunderbird’s features
These are some of the
things that repeatedly

draw me back to Thun-
derbird, even after try-
ing some of the alterna-
tives.

Free: Thunderbird is
completely free. That
makes it risk-free to try
before deciding.
Comfort: Most users of
other common desktop
email programs will feel
very comfortable in
Thunderbird. Basic op-
erations are very
similar.

File format: This might
be one of Thunderbird’s
most compelling fea-
tures for me. It uses a
standard plain-text file
format to store your
email (mbox format, for
the geeks among us).
Many email programs
use proprietary data-
base formats that seem
prone to breaking and
make it difficult to
move from machine to
machine or to change
email programs. Moving
Thunderbird email from
machine to machine is
as simple as copying a
folder tree.
Cross-platform support:
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Thunderbird: a Free, Open Source, and Powerful Email Client (cont.)
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I’'ve successfully moved my
email not only between
Windows PCs but also to
Mac and Linux machines.
Transferring was a simple
copy and paste of all the
folders and support infor-
mation. Not only did my
email get transferred, but
all the account settings,
filters, and even supported
extensions were

moved as well.

Extensions: like its cousin,
FireFox, Thunderbird has a
number of powerful add-
ons available.

Filters: Thunderbird sup-
ports a set of very powerful
filters you can create so it
takes action automatically
as mail arrives. For exam-
ple, you can have multiple
filters sort incoming email
into various folders

based on various criteria.
Your needs may not be
that complex, but simply
being able to say things
like “if this is from some-
one in my address book,
move it into this folder” is
a powerful way to prioritize
your approach to email.
Naturally, there are many
more features that may

appeal to you. | encourage
you to have a look.

About backing up & more
Thunderbird remains my
recommended alternative
to almost every other desk-
top email program. (The
sole exception would be
Microsoft Outlook for the
corporate and power user,
but even then, I’'m a power
user, and I've come to pre-
fer Thunderbird anyway.)
That being said, | no longer
use Thunderbird as my pri-
mary email interface. |
spend my days in Gmail.
However, | continue to run
Thunderbird in two differ-
ent places.

1 run Thunderbird on the
computers | use daily as
the email interface for
some secondary email ad-
dresses. For example, |
have one address devoted
to newsletter subscriptions,
which | download

and read in Thunderbird.
1 run Thunderbird on my
older Mac Pro to back up
all of my email accounts.
It’s configured to continu-
ously fetch the email I'm
reading in Gmail as well as
those secondary accounts.

The purpose is to have
local backups. This is al-
so one of the reasons |
love that Thunderbird us-
es a standard file format.
| don’t even need Thun-
derbird for those back-
ups to be of value in the
future.

Do this If you don’t
already have a favorite
desktop email program
(and | acknowledge that
email programs are often
a personal and even
passionate decision), or
you’re struggling with the
drawbacks of whatever
program you’re currently
using, Thunderbird is
worth a look.

| recommend it.

by Leo Notenboom,
https://askleo.com/
Making Technology Work
For Everyone
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Save Money, Buy Your Own Wi-Fi Gear

By Kurt Jefferson
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Prices are slowly coming
down, but it still pays to
economize.

One of the best ways to
save money is by not pay-
ing your Internet
provider to lease their
equipment. Instead, if
you have cable Internet,
you may use the compa-
ny's Wi-Fi router and ca-
ble modem -

typically, one unit resem-
bles a big black block.
You could be paying
$120, $130, or more
each year for your ISPs
(Internet Service Provid-
ers) gear when you could
put that money to

better use by buying your
own equipment.

Buying your own cable
modem and Wi-Fi router
could pay for itself in

a year or less. However, if
you rely on fiber optic
service instead of the
Internet from your cable
TV company, you still
need a Wi-Fi router.

And, again, you can save
money by buying your
own.

You will probably have to
use the small white box
provided by the

fiber optic Internet com-

pany (that box is called the
optical connection

node and allows for high-
speed Internet connec-
tions.)

That box is typically provid-
ed through your monthly
Internet fee. But you don't
need to use the company's
Wi-Fi router. Of course, you
need to install your own
equipment - or find a
friend, relative, or someone
who knows about technolo-
gy - todoit.

If you have cable Internet,
you need to notify the cable
company that

you are installing your own
cable modem - and they
have to switch it

on from their end once it's
connected. (Most cable
companies use the

term "provision" to add your
cable modem to their net-
work.

If you have a cordless land-
line phone with a signal
provided by the

Internet, remember your
phone won't work during
the transition, and

you'll need to use a cell
phone to call the cable
company.)

In addition, you'll need to
call your cable company to

return their

equipment. More and
more cable firms are not
allowing customers to
return company-owned
equipment to their
stores.

Instead, you'll probably
be asked to ship the
equipment back to the
cable company. It's free,
but it's an extra step
you'll need to take to
avoid being charged for
failing to return the gear.
If you live in a larger
home, you probably have
dead spots where you
cannot connect to the
Internet. This is a wide-
spread occurrence.

A mesh Wi-Fi network
can solve that problem,
and as prices drop,
more folks are utilizing
those to spread Internet
signals throughout

their homes and elimi-
nate so-called dead
zones. Finally, experts
recommend replacing
your Wi-Fi router every
five years - at the

least. Touch your router,
and you'll notice it can
get very warm.

The high temperatures
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Save Money, Buy Your Own Wi-Fi Gear (cont.)
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generated by Wi-Fi rout-
ers wear the units out
faster than you might
think. If the company
that made the router is
no longer providing
firmware updates - it
usually means it's time
to replace the router
with a newer model.
Firmware updates are
software patches you
download from the In-
ternet.

These downloads in-
clude security updates
that prevent hackers
from breaking into your
home network and
stealing your data. Con-
sumer Reports writes,
"If no update has been
available for months or
years,

the router is probably
no longer being sup-
ported. As a rule of
thumb, a Netgear rep-
resentative told us that
consumers should con-
sider replacing their

router after three years.

Representatives from
Google and Linksys
said a three-to-five-year
window was appropri-
ate. Amazon, which
owns the popular Eero

brand of routers, put the
range at three to four
years."

However, CR's own survey

data indicates that one-fifth

of consumers

wait more than four years to

replace their router. That's
cutting it close.
"All of the data that we

have shows that consumers

hold onto their
router for dear life and for
as long as possible," says

Richard Fisco, who oversees

electronics testing for Con-
sumer Reports.

Tech Gear Lab: How to
Choose a Wi-Fi Router
https.//
www.techgearlab.com/
topics/small-and-home-
office/best-
Wi-Fi-router/buying-advice
Lifewire's Nine Best Mesh
Wi-Fi Network Systems For
Full Coverage
https://www.lifewire.com/
best-mesh-wi-fi-network-
systems-

4139748

Make Use Of: Seven Rea-
sons Why You Should Re-
place Your ISP's Router
https://
www.makeuseof.com/tag/
reasons-replace-isp-router/
Tachus: Why You Should

Use Your Own Router  In-
stead of Your ISP's
https://www.tachus.com/
post/why-you-should-buy-
your-own-router-instead-of-
using-the-one-provided-by-
your-isp Tech Gear Lab:
Best Wi-Fi Router of 2022
https://
www.techgearlab.com/
topics/small-and-home-
office/best-Wi-Fi-router
Tech Gear Lab: Best Wi-Fi
Mesh Systems of 2022
https://
www.techgearlab.com/
topics/small-and-home-
office/best-Wi-Fi-mesh-
system Consumer Reports:
How To Tell When It's Time
To Replace Your Router
https://
www.consumerreports.org/
wireless-routers/how-to-tell-
when-its-time-to-replace-
your-router-ab475786635
From the website of
https://ckcs.org/, lex-
town2@gmail.com.

By Kurt Jefferson, Editor
Central Kentucky Computer
Society
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Lines that Don't Change When You Type
By Allen Wyatt

Susan, like many people, needs to create a form in a Word document. The
form needs to contain lines in it, with each line showing where someone
should type something. Susan is wondering how to create the lines so that
they remain looking the same after someone actually types something where
the lines are located.

There are a couple of things you can do. The first is to try using tabs to indi-
cate where you want people to enter information. For instance, let's say you
want a line to begin 1.5 inches from the left margin and then have that line
extend for 3 inches from that point. You can do this by setting two tab stops:
one at 1.5 inches and the other at 4.5 inches. The first tab stop should be
left-aligned and the second should be right-aligned.

Then, select the second tab stop and apply the underline attribute. You now
have a line exactly 3 inches wide. If someone positions the insertion point at
the beginning of the line and starts typing, their typing is also underlined, so
it looks natural. As long as what is being typed does not extend beyond the 3
inches, you are fine.

Another approach is to draw underlines where you want information to be en-
tered. Since the underlines are graphical, they are not affected by what you
type and will remain visible on the document. (Their visibility, of course, can
be affected by how they are placed in relation to other drawing objects or to
the text itself, so you may need to do a bit of experimentation to get lines ex-
actly as you want.)

The way that most people approach the problem of underlines in forms, how-
ever, is to use tables. Just set up a table that is as simple or complex as nec-
essary to accommodate what you need. The cells in the table can be select-
ed and borders applied, as necessary, to create the lines you need. When
someone needs to enter information, all they need to do is click in the table
cell and start typing. The line (which is really the cell border) is not affected
by what is typed.

For a good discussion about how to set up lines in forms, see this page at the
Word MVP site: https://wordmvp.com/FAQs/TblsFldsFms/LinesInForms.htm

Written by Allen Wyatt (last updated June 18, 2024)
This tip applies to Word 2007, 2010, 2013, 2016, 2019, and Word in Microsoft 365
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Zoom Sessions

Neal is hosting a weekly evening Zoom; (Each Friday) @ 7:30 PM Central Time
https://usO2web.zoom.us/j/397589887 7?pwd=RjF5ZTM3R25gNXhHRjdWRVAzQ1M2Zz09
Meeting ID: 397 589 8877 Passcode: 4ukxAh

Phone users:

Dial by your location +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)

Meeting ID: 397 589 8877 Passcode: 936460

You're welcome to check in and visit, or ask a question, maybe even get an answer.

Scanning this QR code should take you to
our web page.

The next meeting of the Sauk

Computer User Group will be

January 11, 2025
Question & Answer : 1 PM

Presentation: 2 PM

There will be a Question & R Business Meeting : 3 PM
Answer. Bring any questions you Eiia
have about your computer or
problems you may be having.
It will be conducted by:
Neal Shipley

N Y,

NEAL WILL BE PRESENTING BASICS PART 2

Place: Whiteside Senior Center
1207 West 9th Street
Sterling, lllinois 61081




