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January Meeting Minutes

1/11/2025

Open Meeting: Neal

Q&A: 1)
4K video download-
er basic to discontin-
ue support
01/01/25, Plus to
continue to be free;
2) By 10/14/25
Windows 10 will not
be supported with
security updates/
features updates on
tech support; 3)
File manager- need
to put numbers in
front of months to
have them in proper
order;

4) Current version of
Windows 11 is
24H2, can be found
on computer- type

5) Rufus- can be
used to upgrade
computer to Win-
dows 11 even if
computer does not
qualify;

6) Notification icon
located in lower
right corner of
screen;

7) If you get your
Facebook account
hacked and have
to initiate a new
account, you can
merge accounts
together (business
account only).

Treasurer’s report:
Presented by Joel
and approved.

Adjournment: Meet-
ing adjourned.

Program: Basics by
Neal- 1) To have
computer open to
File Explorer when
flash drive is in-
stalled- settings/
autoplay on File Ex-
plorer; 2) When re-
moving USB flash
drive from comput-
er, click on up arrow
menu in lower right
end of task bar and
choose “safe to re-
move”.

Next month’s pro-

gram: February-
Basic Excel by Neal.

a cu | . New business: Respectfully
F g winver in search box Held club officer submitted by Tom
or g0 to settings/ election for 2025. Rich
An International SyStem/abOUt; Officers the same
Association of Technology
& Computer User Groups as last year.
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BOARD MEETING
MINUTES FOR - :
JANUARY 15, 2025 - Jokes :

Meeting was called to order
by: Neal

Attending the meeting were:
Neal, Joel, Gloria, George,
Lorraine, Cheryl, Tom, and
Nancy.

Treasurer’s report was
presented by: Joel.

Discussion Highlights:

1) 16 members have paid
membership dues- a reminder
for anyone who has not paid
to please pay;

2) Neal- open for suggestions
regarding rules for prize draw-
ings- 1 ticket allowed per
member for $3, 12 tickets
needed to be sold to have 2
gift card prizes, motion was
made and 219,

Future Programs: Basic Excel
by Neal for February meeting.

Adjournment: Motion by Lor-
raine, 2nd by Cheryl.

Respectfully submitted by
Nancy Rich

Found this on my
computer science
teacher's webpage

A helicopter with a
pilot and a single
passenger was flying
around above Seattle
when a malfunction
disabled all of the
aircraft's navigation
and communications
equipment.

Due to the darkness
and haze, the pilot
could not determine
the helicopter's
position and course to

get back to the airport.

The pilot saw a tall
building with lights on
and flew toward it,
the pilot had the
passenger draw a
handwritten sign
reading, "WHERE AM
I?", and hold it up for
the building's
occupants to see.

People in the building
quickly responded to
the aircraft, drew a
large sign, and held it
in a building window.
Their sign said, "YOU
ARE IN A
HELICOPTER."

The pilot smiled,
waved, looked at his
map, determined the
course to steer to
SEATAC airport, and
landed safely.

After they were on the
ground, the passenger
asked the pilot how
the "YOU ARE IN A
HELICOPTER" sign
helped determine their
position.

The pilot responded, "l
knew that had to be
the Microsoft

support building, they
gave me a technically
correct but entirely
useless answer."
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| got my first smartphone, a low-cost
($150) Samsung Galaxy J3, in 2017. It
was not that powerful and | was a bit
apprehensive about this new device,
so | used it mostly for phone calls,
texts and select apps. | saved web
browsing and email for my computers
and laptops as the phone screen
seemed too small. As | warmed up to
the smartphone | found it essential for
navigation (with Google Maps). Having
a camera handy, as poor as it was
compared to my Panasonic Lumix
digital camera, became another
feature | used constantly. As time
passed, | added more apps but was
selective about what | chose to install.
I had no time for games and no use for
social media, but | used several smart
home apps to control the various de-
vices | bought. | refused to do banking
or conduct any financial transactions
on the phone, preferring the relative
security of a computer for any online
banking or shopping.

Every business seemed to have a
smartphone app to promote, but | only
installed a few that | thought were safe
and offered compelling benefits worth
the risks. One of the riskiest apps | use
is Google Maps, as | have found over
the years that it has been tracking me,
even when the app is not running.
However, its benefits are so compel-
ling that I've made that bargain with
the Google devil and accept being
tracked in exchange for its navigation

capabilities. Having every store and
sandwich shop app seems like a
foolish risk that is usually not worth
it. | don’'t want Google to also know
what I'm going to do in the future
and whom | associate with, so | re-
fuse to use a calendar app on my
phone or computer.

One app | do accept is the South-
west Airlines app, as it is so much
handier than checking in for flights
online with a computer. The South-
west app finally drove me in 2022
to buy a new smartphone, as their
app developer stopped supporting
my old phone. | bought a Samsung
Galaxy S22 and am hopefully
spending real money ($700) to buy
more performance and tech
longevity.

As with my first Samsung, | bought
myself a very rugged case for my
S22 to allay my fears of damaging
the phone. With the belt clip front,
the phone is fully enclosed when |
carry it. I use magnetic USB adapt-
ers and charging cables to protect
the phone’s USB type C connector
from excessive wear. | mostly
charge my phone from a battery
pack in a fast-charge mode and
now use settings in the phone to
limit charging to 85% of capacity
most of the time, to extend battery
life.

Over time I've found my use of the

phone has only increased. With
a higher resolution camera in
my S22, | find I’'m using it much
more and my dedicated digital
cameras much less often. Last
fall the number of prescription
drugs | needed to take in-
creased and some came with
restrictions | had to follow; |
found the smart phone to be
very useful in medication man-
agement. One medication re-
quired it be taken at least two
hours after eating and at least
one hour before eating; | found
the best time to take it was im-
mediately upon waking (I don’t
believe | do any sleep-eating).
The problem is that | normally
get up early and leave the house
for work in less than an hour;
this meant | often had to wait
around a bit before eating
breakfast and going to work.

| found my smartphone could be
very useful in helping me man-
age this. The first thing | do
when | get up is take this partic-
ular medication. | then immedi-
ately note the time on my phone
and write that time into a docu-
ment on the phone (for refer-
ence, should | get confused). |
then set an alarm on the phone
to melodically go off in an hour,
indicating when | may eat break-
fast. | often have to wait a little,
but even though the time | get
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up can vary, this system keeps me
from eating too soon after the meds.
| have another medication | must
take with food at dinner; another
alarm set for a nominal dinner time
each day helps remind me. | also
take another medication once a
week on a specific day, so another
alarm on my phone reminds me of
that.

The breakfast alarm could also be
done using Alexa, but my talking to
set it could be more disturbing to

my sleeping wife. The other alarms
on my phone can remind me even if |
have gone out for dinner.

| used to wake up to a plug-in, bat-
tery-backed-up alarm clock at my
bedside. It is more a wake-up alarm
of last resort, as | typically wake up
before it goes off. | always kept my
phone in another room at night as |
didn’'t want to be awakened by late-
night spam calls. When we remod-
eled our bathroom last fall, we had
to temporarily move into our guest
bedroom. | didn’t want to change my
alarm clock, so | just used my
smartphone alarm (which | do when |
travel). | got used to it, and since
there were no overnight spam calls,
I've kept using my phone as my
alarm clock since moving back into
our bedroom.

My phone is also a convenient

memory aid; | keep many lists on it in
the Samsung Notes app. In addition
to shopping lists, it has many pieces
of information that | don’t want to
have to keep looking up. Printer
cartridge part numbers, oil filters,
and oil types for cars are easy to look
up on my phone when I’'m in the
store.

Sometimes, when | get an idea for a
newsletter column, | write down a
few notes on my phone. | can keep
an inventory of my mom'’s supplies
on my phone, which can be easily
updated when | visit her assisted liv-
ing facility, and then needed items
can be ordered when | get home.
Text messages are also a convenient
way to keep track of information and
events that can be referenced

later. My siblings have a text chain
that we have used over the last few
years to disseminate information
about our elderly parents. It is easy
to look in that text chain to see the
events significant to my dad’s pass-
ing, when my mom had medical is-
sues, and how things have changed
over time. Now that I’'m overseeing
my mom’s care, my text reports to my
siblings are a good record to keep.
Communication is a primary function
of the smartphone, though how well
it works often depends on the capa-
bilities at the other end of the link.
My mom has a “senior-oriented”
smartphone but only uses it for

phone calls. She can’t send or re-
ceive text messages or photos
connected to them. My other sib-
lings live out of the area, limiting.
My wife found a great gift for my
mom this last Christmas. It is a
photo frame with an added capa-
bility.

Its display cycles through the pho-
tos in its memory, but its Wi-Fi
connection can add pictures to
the frame. My siblings and other
relatives can send photos to the
frame from anywhere using a
smartphone app. My brother even
wrote a short note, took a picture
of it, and sent it as a kind of text
message.

I’'m constantly finding new ways to
use my smartphone. With new
ways to use it being developed all
the time, it continues to become a
closer friend.

Greg Skalka, President, Under the
Computer Hood User Group

https.//uchug.org/
President (at) uchug.org
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By David Ketchmar
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Computer users often seek
technical support when
they cannot access the
Internet via their home
wireless system.

First, the technician will
usually walk the user
through the reset proce-
dure for the router or rout-
er/modem (turn them off
and on). If that does not fix
the problem and it is deter-
mined the modem is re-
ceiving a good signal, the
subsequent conversation
often goes something like
this:

Technician: What is your
password for your router?
User: | don’t have a pass-
word.

Technician: If your router is
not secured (i.e., password
protected), you should be
able to connect.

User: | don’t have a pass-
word. | click the Google (or
other browser) icon and get
online.

At this point, the Technician
explains to the User that the
password is stored on the Us-
er's computer and that a few
steps are required to access
that password. The techni-
cian might guide the user
through the process of recov-
ering the password using the
following procedure:

If the computer connects to
the Wi-Fi, it automatically.

Microsoft has buried the Wi-Fi
password on a computer
more deeply with the latest
version of Windows 10 and
11 than with prior versions. It
is the same procedure for
both 10 and 11. You can still
find your Wi-Fi password us-
ing the following steps (note
... where | use the term
“click,” | mean a single click
on the left mouse button or a
single tap on a touchscreen.):
Find your way to the
“Wireless Properties.”

Open your Control Panel
(Type “Control Panel” into the
search box to the right of the
Windows button on your

Taskbar and Enter). Click
on Network and Internet.
Click on Network and Shar-
ing Center, then click on
the name of your network,
which appears in blue. In
the Wi-Fi window that
opens, click on Wireless
Properties. In the new win-
dow that opens, click on
the Security tab, then
check the box on Show
Characters.

If you only own a
smartphone/tablet or have
a PC that has not stored
the Wi-Fi password

Log in to your router as an
administrator. You can
access your router by
entering its IP address into
your browser, such as
Google Chrome or
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Microsoft Edge. You can
research the default IP
address of your router by
Googling “IP address
[brand name of your rout-
er]. Every router I've dealt
with had an address of
“192.168.X.X". The most
common value for X is
the number 1 (for both
Xs). If that does not work,
try substituting the num-
bers O or 2 for one or
both of the Xs. After you
log in, you should be able
to find the Wi-Fi settings
on the Administrative

pages of your router.
IP settings

IP assignment:

IPv4 address:

IPv4 subnet prefix length:
IPv4 gateway:

IPv4 DNS servers:

There, you can look up
your password.

Ed. Note. On Windows 10/11, would focus on

you don’t have to guess. You more tangible items.

can find the internal IP ad-
David Kretchmar, Hardware

. . Technician
by going to Settings > Network Sun City Summerlin Computer

and Internet > Status and, un- Club

https://www.scscc.club
dkretch (at) gmail.com

dress of your network router

der the name of your Wi-Fi (or
Ethernet) connection, clicking
Properties. A screen will dis-
play; near the bottom are the
IP settings. The IPv4 gateway
IP address is the internal ad-
dress of your router.

If you are like many people
The Wi-Fi password is often
written on a sticker on the
back of your router. This is
how | usually set up
home routers, and it
] might be a good
thing to do after you

a2 16511 have recovered your

19216211 Wi-Fi password.

This is a simple but effective
strategy since it is easy to
find.

A burglar would have to break
into your home to steal your
password, and they probably
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Cool Tips: Verify the Safety of Websites
By Terry Harvey

Verifying the safety and legality of a website is crucial for online security. Here are
some steps to follow:

1. Check the website's URL: Ensure it starts with "https://" instead of "http://".
The "s" indicates a secure connection.

2. Look for security indicators: A lock symbol or the word "Secure" in the browser's
address bar confirms a secure connection. Avoid sites with warnings or certificate
errors.

3. Research the website: Search for reviews, ratings, or experiences other users
share. Be cautious if there is a lack of information or negative feedback.

4. Check for contact information: Legitimate websites provide valid contact de-
tails, including a physical address and phone number. Verify if the information is
accurate and reachable.

5. Assess content quality: Poor grammar, excessive ads, or suspicious content can
indicate an untrustworthy site.

6. Review privacy policy and terms of service: Ensure they are transparent, well-
written, and provide clear information on data collection, storage, and usage.

7. Use website reputation services: Online tools like Google Safe Browsing or Nor-
ton Safe Web can check a site's safety rating.

Trust your instincts: If something feels off or too good to be true, it's wise to pro-
ceed with caution or avoid the website altogether.

Remember, online safety is an ongoing practice. Stay updated with the latest se-
curity measures and use reliable antivirus software for additional protection.

By Terry Harvey, Program Chair and Newsletter Editor
Wisconsin All-Computer Users Club
https://wauc.apcug.org/
terryharvey (at) wi.rr.com
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Phone users:

Zoom Sessions
Neal is hosting a weekly evening Zoom; (Each Friday) @ 7:30 PM Central Time
https://usO2web.zoom.us/j/3975898877?pwd=RjF5ZTM3R25qNXhHRjdWRVAzQ1M2Z7z09

Meeting ID: 397 589 8877 Passcode: 4ukxAh

Dial by your location +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
Meeting ID: 397 589 8877 Passcode: 936460

You're welcome to check in and visit, or ask a question, maybe even get an answer.

There will be a Question &

Answer. Bring any questions you

N

have about your computer or
problems you may be having.
It will be conducted by:
Neal Shipley

Scanning this QR code should take you to
our web page.

Y
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The next meeting of the Sauk
Computer User Group will be

Feb 8, 2025
Question & Answer : 1 PM
Presentation: 2 PM
Business Meeting : 3 PM

Place: Whiteside Senior Center
1207 West 9th Street
Sterling, lllinois 61081
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NEAL WILL BE PRESENTING EXCEL BASICS



