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September Meeting Minutes
September 13, 2025

Open Meeting: Neal

Question and an-
swers: 1) Empty ink
cartridges can be re-
cycled though Lion’s
Club; 2) Win 10 can
be updated to Win
11 using Rufus, but
may have issues
with future updates;
3) CPU-Z- use to
check if your com-
puter can run latest
version of Win 11 (in
instructions must
have 4,2 listed).

Treasurer’s report:
presented by Joel
and approved.

Old business: N/A
New business: Board
meeting 09/17/25
at Sterling Angelo’s
at 5:00 pm.

Adjournment: Mo-
tion Joe2, 2nd by
Nancy.

Program: Online
storage and shar-
ing- Cloud storage
by John Miller; put-
ting your files on a
hard disk some-
where else for
back-up; data stor-
age is becoming
more important
with Al; examples:
Google Drive,
ICloud, One Drive;
Drop Box- paid for
storages are more
protected and du-
plicated; Al data
search requires
30X more power
than Google
Search; Cloud stor-
age used to back-
up files to safe lo-

cation; disad-
vantages- only ac-
cessible via inter-
net, security con-
cerns (23 and Me
went out of busi-
ness); cheapest-
external HD, free
ICloud; can access
cloud through any
computer.

Next month’s pro-
gram: Neal will be
presenting Moving
and Copying To
USB.

Respectfully
submitted by Tom
Rich, Secretary
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BOARD MEETING MINUTES FOR
SEPTEMBER 17, 2025
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Jokes

Meeting was called to

order by: Neal

Attending the meet-
ing were: Neal, Joel,
Lorraine, Joe2,
ria, George, Nancy,
and Tom.

Treasurer’s report
was presented by:
Joel

Discussion High-
lights: 1) John Miller
did an excellent
presentation on
|ICloud storage. We

discussed One Drive.

2) WCSC cruise was
the last cruise to be
scheduled, so at
meetings after De-
cember only one gift

card will be available.

Glo-

3) Music/video bingo to
be used at Christmas
party.

4) Reminder- there will

be no newsletter after
December, 2025.

Future Programs:
October- Moving and
Copying to USB by Neal.

Adjournment: Motion
made by Nancy, 2nd by
Tom.

Respectfully
submitted by Nancy
Rich, Secretary

| once told my friend,
“Why was the
computer cold?” He
asked why, and |
said, “Because it left
its Windows open!”
We both laughed so

hard.

Did you know over 5
billion people use
computers world-
wide? That’s a lot of
chances for silly
tech jokes!
Computers really
know how to byte

back with humor.

One time, | said,
“Why did the
computer go to the
doctor?” My cousin
shouted, “Because it
caught a virus!” We
laughed until our
keyboards nearly
slipped.
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CLOUD STORAGE

Popular online drive services that offer free tiers include Google Drive (15 GB), Microsoft OneDrive (5 GB), and MEGA (20
GB). Other notable options are Dropbox, iCloud Drive, and pCloud, each providing a limited amount of free storage for storing
and accessing files from any device. The amount of free space varies by provider and is often shared with other services like
email and photo storage.

Here are some top free online drive services:

Google Drive:
Offers 15 GB of free storage, integrated with Gmail and Google Photos, making it a strong choice for the Google ecosystem.

Microsoft OneDrive:

Provides 5 GB of free storage, offering a convenient way to store files for Windows and Microsoft 365 users. If you are a Out-
look or Hotmail user, then you have access to OneDrive.
MEGA:

Provides 20 GB of free storage, a competitive amount for users needing more space than some other services.
Dropbox:

A well-known service that includes a free tier for file syncing and sharing.
iCloud Drive:

For Apple users, iCloud Drive offers a free storage tier integrated into Apple devices and operating systems. iCloud Drive of-
fers 5GB of free storage to all Apple users, which is shared across your devices for iCloud Photos, documents, backups, and
other data. This free storage can quickly become insufficient, requiring users to upgrade to a paid iCloud+ plan for more
space.

pCloud:

Another option that provides free storage, making it a good choice for storing media. pCloud offers up to 10 GB of free storage
through its "Free Forever" basic account.
Icedrive:

A newer service that offers a significant amount of free storage, often cited as a good choice for free users. 10 Gig free basic
account, $2.95/yr Mini account with 100 Gig.

Blomp:

Offers a larger free storage tier, making it a potentially good option for those needing more space upfront. 40 Gig on free plan
with additional by referrals.

You may notice that Yahoo is missing from the cloud storage line-up. They don’t offer it per se.
What they did have was email storage for mail and attachments up to 1TB. But as of Aug '25 that has been reduced to 20GB
free with options available. This is still email and attachments, not files as others offer.

When choosing a service, consider the amount of free storage offered, how it integrates with your existing apps and devices,
and what features are available on the free plan.
= Neal [parts of this article were generated by Al response to “free storage” query]
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Really, really, deleting files
by Chris Taylor
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When you delete a file in Win-
dows, the actual on-disk data
is not removed. The file is usu-
ally moved to the Recycle Bin,
where it can be easily recov-
ered. Even if you empty the Re-
cycle Bin or bypass the Recy-
cle Bin by holding down the
Shift key while deleting files,
the data remains on disk. All
that happens is the pointers to
the file are removed, making
the space available for new
files.

Recovering deleted files

Utilities to recover deleted files
date back to Unerase in the
first version of the Norton Utili-
ties in 1982. They continue to
this day with dozens of free
and commercial programs
available for Windows, macQOS,
Linux, Android, and iOS.

If you are in a high-security sit-
uation, please ignore this arti-
cle. It is intended for the aver-
age home or business user
whose adversaries are not
about to use magnetic force
microscope techniques to

recover data. If you are likely to
have CSIS looking for your de-
leted data, you need to go well
beyond what | recommend
here.

Making data unrecoverable

When you want to dispose of a
storage device, you should en-
sure all sensitive data is delet-
ed and unre-coverable. This
can be achieved by physical
destruction of the storage de-
vice: hard disk drive (HDD),

solid-state drive (SSD), flash
drive, etc., or—if you want the
storage device to be reusable—
by over-writing the data areas
of the disk with random data,
obliterating the original data.

Some secure deletion pro-
grams boast of capabilities
such as the Gutmann algo-
rithm, which overwrites all data
with 35 passes. For the aver-
age computer user, | wouldn't
worry beyond a single pass.

There are many programs
available, both free and com-
mercial, for secure data remov-
al. The programs |
list are not neces-
Yy sarily the best—they
_\\\, are simply programs
"\ that have been

AN around quite a while
| (have stood the test
of time), are free,

and have been used suc-
cessfully either by me or oth-
er members of OPCUG.

Be careful using secure dele-
tion programs. By their very
nature, there is no "undo"
button! There are several lev-
els of overwriting data: indi-
vidual files, free space on
the drive, and the entire

disk.

Individual files

If you just want to make a
few files unrecoverable,
there are programs that can
target individual files or fold-
ers of files. One example is
the free and open-source
program File Shredder
(https://
www.fileshredder.org/). It is
very simple and straightfor-
ward to use.

Free space

Storage devices eventually
end up with data in all loca-
tions on the device. The free
space has data that was
used for files that have since
been deleted. You have no
way of knowing what recov-
erable data might be there.
Some programs can target
free space and securely
overwrite data there. File
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Really, really, deleting files (cont.)

Page 5

Shredder is one pro-gram
that can wipe free space.

Entire disks

If you want to securely de-
lete all data on an entire
storage device, HDShredder
(https://
www.miraysoftware.com/
products/applications/
hdshredder.html) is availa-
ble in free and commercial
versions. The free version
should be sufficient for the
vast majority of users. The
website details the addition-
al capabilities in the com-
mercial versions.

Another popular program
for securely erasing all data
on storage devices is the
free and open-source

DBAN (https://
sourceforge.net/projects/
dban/). DBAN was acquired
by Blancco in 2012 and is
no longer in development
but remains popular. | re-
cently had occasion to use
DBAN to help a friend dis-
pose of an old laptop, and it
was quite easy to use DBAN
to ensure the entire hard
drive was securely wiped.

DBAN comes as a disk im-
age (.ISO file), so you will
need a program to create a
bootable flash drive, CD, or

DVD using the DBAN ISO file.
Free options are available,
such as Rufus (https:;//
rufus.ie/en/), NCH

Software's Express Burn
(https;//www.nch.com.au/
burn/index.html), and Asham-
poo Burning Studio Free

(https://www.ashampoo.com/
en-us/burning-studio-free).

Solid state drives

Due to the architecture of the
technology, SSDs cannot be
securely wiped in the same
manner as HDDs. If you want
to securely delete data from
SSDs, check that the software
you are using specifies that it
works on SSDs. EaseUS has a
free version of Partition Man-
ager (https://
www.easeus.com/partition-
manager-

software/securely-erase-ssd-
hdd.html) that can securely
erase SSDs.

Some SSD manufacturers pro-
vide special utilities to securely
wipe their devices, such as
Samsung's Magician (https;//
semiconductor.samsung.com/
consumer-storage/magician/)
or Crucial's Storage Executive

(https:;//www.crucial.com/
support/storage-executive).
Personally, if the manufacturer

of your SSD has a special
utility for securely erasing
their branded SSDs, | would
choose that option.

Final words

Rather than destroying or
securely wiping old storage
devices, you might want to
repurpose them for your
own use. Inexpensive drive
enclosures are available:
you can install your old stor-
age device in one and then
plug it into a USB port to
use it as an external drive.

While this article details ef-
fective means of securely
removing data, if you can't
be sure you have com-
pletely removed all sensitive
files from your device, you
might be better off destroy-
ing the device rather than
disposing of it

by Chris Taylor, President

Ottawa PC Users' Group, Ontario,
Canada

Published in Ottawa PC News
(September 2023)

https.//opcug.ca
Editor: brigittelord (at) opcug.ca
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Clipboard History

1. Save text and images you frequently copy-paste

Windows has a little-used Clipboard History feature that can
be a big productivity use. But one of its most

interesting features isn't the "history" part at all — it's the pin-
ning feature.

=2 The Clipboard History will let you save text snippets and im-
ages so you can conveniently paste them in

the future, and it can be a big productivity boost if you find
yourself frequently copy-pasting the same

things.

=? First, copy some text or an image to your clipboard. Then,
press Windows+V to open the Clipboard

History popup.

(If you haven't turned on Clipboard History before, you'll be
prompted to do so. Clipboard History will

only save things to your local PC by default.)

Then, click the little "Pin" button next to an item in your history
to save it. (On Windows 10, click the "..." menu first and then

click "Pin.")

HELPING OTHERS INTERGRATE TECHNOLOGY IN THEIR DAILY LIVES



Page 7

Clipboard History (cont.)

To quickly paste a saved bit of text or an image in the future,
just press Windows+V to open Clipboard

History. Then, click the item you want to paste — or use the
arrow keys and the Enter key to select it.

2. Minimize all windows except the current one

Have you ever wanted to clean up your desktop, minimizing
all the windows except the one you’re cur-

rently using? There’s a shortcut for that!

=2 [t works similarly to the odd “Aero Shake” feature that lets
you grab and shake a window’s title bar to

minimize other windows — but with much less shaking win-
dows around.

Just press Windows+Home — that’s it! Windows will minimize
all windows except the current one.

On some more compact keyboards, the Home key might be
combined with another key. In this case, you

might have to press something like Windows+Fn+Home in-
stead
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Zoom Sessions

Neal is hosting a weekly evening Zoom; (Each Friday) @ 7:30 PM Central Time
https://usO2web.zoom.us/j/397589887 7?pwd=RjF5ZTM3R25gNXhHRjdWRVAzQ1M2Zz09
Meeting ID: 397 589 8877 Passcode: 4ukxAh

Phone users:

Dial by your location +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)

Meeting ID: 397 589 8877 Passcode: 936460

You're welcome to check in and visit, or ask a question, maybe even get an answer.

our web page.

Scanning this QR code should take you to
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October 11, 2025
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Answer time. Bring any questions
you have about your computer or

s

There will be a Question & \ Presentation: 2 PM

fegage

problems you may be having.
It will be conducted by:
Neal Shipley
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Computer User Group will be
Question & Answer : 1 PM

Business Meeting : 3 PM

Place: Whiteside Senior Center
1207 West 9th Street
* Sterling, lllinois 61081
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PRESENTATION ON MOVING AND

COPYING TO USB



